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Danforth Garage Master Planning Study 
Phase 1 – Pop Up & Online Consultation Summary 
Feedback received between July 25 – September 6th 

Feedback Summary Overview 

During Phase 1 of the Danforth Garage Master Planning Study the Project Team led a 
number of consultation activities to introduce the study process and share information 
and seek feedback on the draft Guiding Principles and the site analysis. Consultation 
activities included: a Community Meeting, two Local Advisory Committee meetings, a 
project website with an online feedback form, and two Pop Up Consultations; one at the 
Festival of South Asia on August 19th and one at East Lynn Farmers’ Market on August 
30th. 

Summaries of feedback shared at the two Local Advisory Committee Meetings, the 
Community Meeting, and up to one week following each meeting can be found on the 
project website, www.danforthgarage.com.  

This summary includes feedback shared at the two Pop Up consultations as well as 
feedback shared by email or through the online feedback form July 25th to September 
6th, 2018. During this time a total of fourteen online feedback forms and two emails were 
received. Additionally, approximately 200 people spoke with members of the Project 
Team at the Pop Up consultations held in August.  

The detailed summary below organizes feedback received within the topics the Project 
Team was seeking feedback on during Phase 1 of the Master Planning Study, including: 
the draft Guiding Principles and site analysis. This feedback summary was written by 
the Swerhun Facilitation team. The summary is intended to reflect the main points 
shared at the Pop Up consultations, by email, and through the online feedback form. 

Summary of Feedback 

Feedback on the Draft Guiding Principles 

Online respondents and Pop Up attendees shared general feedback as well as a few 
principle specific comments about the Draft Guiding Principles.  

General Principle Feedback 

Ensure the site is welcoming and inclusive. The Guiding Principles should promote a 
design where all citizens, including those from marginalized and oppressed 
communities, feel welcome, comfortable, and safe. Ensure the needs of seniors are 
considered. 

Consider how security issues may impact the implementation of the Guiding 
Principles. The security requirements of the anchor tenants should not hinder the 
implementation of the Guiding Principles for the site. 

The Guiding Principles need to be specific. Ensure the Guiding Principles clearly 
and precisely articulate how the development of the site will serve the community. 

 

http://www.danforthgarage.com/
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Principle Specific Feedback 

Principle 2. Create a multi-functional site that will be home to various civic and 
employment-generating uses. Expand the definition of the term “multifunctional to 
include some residential use. 

Principle 7. Align with other City-initiatives, studies, and policies. Ensure “Vision 
Zero” is considered as part of this principle to help promote safe design. 

Feedback on the Site Analysis 

Quality architecture and design. Ensure high quality architecture and overall design is 
used to help make the site a focal for the community. There is an opportunity to use this 
site to set an example for future development on Danforth through the use of height 
limits and setbacks that don’t overshadow the surrounding pedestrian environment. 

Promote the use of public transit. The design of the site should leverage the 
proximity to the subway station and discourage use of cars by the site’s employees and 
other users. 

Provide green space on the site. Ensure there are trees, open green space, shade, 
sufficient air flow, trails/pathways, and views of the sky to create a comfortable 
pedestrian environment and prevent the site from becoming a heat island.  

Residential development. There was some difference of opinion about whether or not 
the site should include residential development. Some respondents supported limited 
residential development, especially affordable housing for low to moderate income 
households and seniors. Others said residential should not be allowed and development 
should focus on employment and commercial uses that will draw people from the 
surrounding area and help activate the site. 

Suggested community and commercial uses. Suggested community uses included: 
daycare/childcare; a community centre; space for art programs; theatre space; an 
expanded library; and indoor market; space for sports and recreation (e.g. a basketball 
court); and a TTC museum. Suggested commercial uses included: small shops; cafes; a 
bike repair shop; and a brewery/brewpub. A car sharing location was also suggested. 

Police presence on the site. The was a mix of opinions about the police presence on 
the site. Some felt having a police station on the site could help build trust and a 
relationship between the police and the local community. Others said police presence 
may make people feel uncomfortable or unsafe and said this needs to be considered in 
the location of the police station, i.e. members of the community should not have to walk 
through the police station to access community uses on the site. Other concerns and 
suggestions included: 

- The building design: the building should be designed to be welcoming, as opposed 
to a “fortress”; 

- Parking in the community: police should be required to park on site, not on the 
surrounding streets; and 

- Consult frontline police officers: talk with frontline police officers to better understand 
safety concerns and generate ideas for building a relationship with the local 
community. 
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Parking considerations. Surface parking on the site should be reduced and 
underground parking should be provided where possible. Local residents are in need of 
parking. It may be beneficial for the City to allow residents on surrounding streets to 
have parking pads on their property to reduce the need for on-street parking and relieve 
traffic congestion. 

Animate the site to encourage pedestrian traffic. The site should be broken up with 
walkways and include amenities that will attract people to the site and make it more 
pedestrian friendly. Suggested amenities included: fountains; food stalls; public art; and 
places to lock up bikes and strollers. A midblock crosswalk on Danforth between 
Coxwell and Woodington was suggested to create a safe pedestrian access point to the 
site.  

Construction & development Impacts. Impacts on the local community, especially 
residents of Tobias House, during construction need to be considered and mitigated. 
Future impacts on the local community associated with the development of the site also 
need to be considered and mitigated. Potential impacts include, lighting from future 
buildings and loss of sunlight.  

Consider environmental impacts and promote sustainable design features. 
Promote, and where possible require, sustainable features in the design of the site and 
buildings, e.g. green roofs, community gardens, water catchment devices, and solar 
panels. 

Ensure the site and buildings are accessible for everyone. Universal accessibility 
should be a priority in the design to ensure individuals that use wheelchairs and other 
mobility devices are able to comfortably move around the site.  

Ensure there are opportunities to provide feedback on the detailed plans. It will be 
important to provide fulsome opportunities to provide feedback on the draft concept 
plans once they are developed. 

Working with the private sector. Consider potential opportunities with private 
developers to share some of the costs associated with the development of the site, e.g. 
parking and amenities. 
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